Are APOLOGY
To the stolen generations, I say the following: as Prime Minister of Australia, I am sorry. On behalf
of the government of Australia, I am sorry. On behalf of the parliament of Australia, I am sorry. I
offer you this apology without qualification. We apologise for the hurt, the pain and suffering that
we, the parliament, have caused you by the laws that previous parliaments have enacted. We
apologise for the indignity, the degradation and the humiliation. We offer this apology to the
mothers, the fathers, the brothers, the sisters, the families and the communities whose lives were
ripped apart.

I say to honourable members here present: imagine if this had happened to us. Imagine the crippling
effect. Imagine how hard it would be to forgive. My proposal is this: if the apology we extend today
is accepted in the spirit of reconciliation, in which it is offered, we can today resolve together that
there be a new beginning for Australia. And it is to such a new beginning that I believe the nation is
now calling us.

Australians are a passionate lot. We are also a very practical lot. For us, symbolism is important but,
unless the great symbolism of reconciliation is accompanied by an even greater substance, it is little
more than a clanging gong. It is not sentiment that makes history; it is our actions that make history...

PERDRAMNON (Qosdi‘_{_ﬂ:&ﬁ@\ﬁ)
Let us resolve today to begin with the little children—a fitting place to start on this day of apology
for the stolen generations. Let us resolve over the next five years to have every Indigenous four-year-
old in a remote Aboriginal community enrolled in and attending a proper early childhood education
centre or opportunity and engaged in proper preliteracy and prenumeracy programs. Let us resolve X\0 s
to build new educational opportunities for these little ones, year by year, step by step, following the "
completion of their crucial preschool year. Let us resolve to use this systematic approach to build €7
future educational opportunities for Indigenous children to provide proper primary and preventive
health care for the same children, to begin the task of rolling back the obscenity that we find today in
infant mortality rates in remote Indigenous communities—up to four times higher than in other
communities. '

The mood of the nation is for reconciliation now, between Indigenous and non-Indigenous
Australians. The mood of the nation on Indigenous policy and politics is now very simple. The
nation is calling on us, the politicians, to move beyond our infantile bickering, our point-scoring and
our mindlessly partisan politics and to elevate this one core area of national responsibility to a rare
position beyond the partisan divide.

Mr Speaker, today the parliament has come together to right a great wrong. We have come together
to deal with the past so that we might fully embrace the future. So let us seize the day... Let us turn
this page together: Indigenous and non-Indigenous Australians, government and opposition,

Commonwealth and state, and write this new chapter in our nation’s story together. Let’s grasp this
opportunity to craft a new future for this great land: Australia. I commend the motion to the House.
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